
Horsemanship Questions 
 

o What is a horse’s normal resting temperature? 

 99-101 F 

o How many breaths does a resting horse take in a minute? 

 10-24 

o How many times does their heart beat per minute (resting pulse)? 

 28-44 

o How many miles per hour is the walk, sitting trot, posting trot, extended trot, canter? 

 Walk: 4, Sitting Trot: 6, Posting Trot: 8, Extended Trot/Collected Canter: 10, Canter: 12, Hand Gallop: 14, 

Gallop: 15+ 

o How many beats does each gait have? 

 Walk: 4, Sitting Trot: 2, Posting Trot: 2, Extended Trot: 2, Collected Canter: 3, Canter: 3, Hand Gallop: 3, 

Gallop: 4 

o What’s the difference between diagonal and lateral aids? 

 Lateral aids are on the same side (i.e. inside leg & inside rein), diagonal aids are on opposite sides (i.e. 

inside leg & outside rein) 

o What are the 5 rein aids? 

 Direct, Indirect, Open, Bearing, and Pulley Rein 

o What are the 3 types of martingale? 

 Standing martingale, running martingale, and german martingale 

o Identify the billet guard, cantle, sweat flap, etc. 

 See “Parts of Tack, Saddle” diagram 

o Identify the stifle, hock, cannon bone, coffin bone, etc. 

 See “Parts of Horse” diagram 

o Identify the cheekpiece, cavesson, browband, crownpiece, etc. 

 See “Parts of Tack, Bridle” diagram 

o List 3 common signs of colic. 

 Refusal to eat, laying down and getting up, biting/looking at flanks, rolling, pawing, stretching 

repeatedly, lack of gut sounds 

o What is the order of the footfalls at the canter? 

 1) Outside Hind, 2) Inside Hind at the exact same time as 2) Outside Front, 3) Inside Front 

o The trot is a diagonal gait.  What does this mean? 

 The legs diagonally across from each other move together.  The outside front at the exact same time as 

in the inside hind, and inside front synchronizes with outside hind. 

o Identify markings/colors. 

 Chestnut, bay, brown, black, gray, white, paint, appaloosa, cremello, palomino, dun, buckskin, etc.  

Blaze, strip, snip, star, bald face, sock, stocking, etc. 

o After the entry numbers have been called, what do you have to do in an A or B rated division, before you can 

claim your ribbon/prize? 

 “Strip and Jog” (take the saddle off and jog the horse in the bridle they were shown in) 

o If you are “doing the strides” how many feet long is a 5 stride line? 

 72’ (12’ for each stride plus 6’ for landing and 6’ for take-off)                                            

 distance in feet = (# strides x 12’) + 12’ 

o Name 5 USEF rated hunter divisions. 
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 “A” Rated divisions: First Year Green (3’6”), Second Year Green (3’9”), Performance Hunter (3’3”, 3’6”, 

4’), Junior (3’6”), Amateur Owner (3’6”), Small Pony (2’3”), Medium Pony (2’6”), Large Pony (3’), Small 

Green Pony (2’), Medium Green Pony (2’3”), Large Green Pony (2’9”), and the Conformation divisions for 

these. 

 “C” Rated divisions: Children’s Hunter Horse (3’), Adult Amateur (3’), Small/Medium Children’s Pony (2’), 

Large Children’s Pony (2’6”), Small Hunter (3’), Pre-Green Hunter (3’, 3’3”) and Hunter Breeding classes. 

o What is the height range for a medium pony? 

 Small: 12.2h and smaller, Medium: 12.2 1/8  - 13.2, Large: 13.2 1/8 – 14.2, Small Horse: 14.2 1/8 – 15.2 

1/2 

o How often is a horse trimmed/reshod? 

 Every 6-8 weeks 

o What are the 4 natural aids? 

 Hand, Leg, Voice, Seat/Weight 

o List 3 artificial aids. 

 Crop, whip, spur, martingale,  etc. 

o In which jumper table does the exhibitor have to stay in the ring after their first round and do their jump-off? 

 Table 2, Section 2(b) also written II.2(b) 

o In which jumper table does the exhibitor go immediately into the jump-off after the first round, without 

stopping in between? 

 Table 2, Section 2(c) also written II.2(c) – also called Power & Speed 

o What is a hunter under saddle class judged on? 

 The horse’s movement and carriage at the walk, trot, and canter.  Less knee action and a round carriage 

are preferred.  Horses are expected to be on the rail unless changing position, at the correct pace for 

each gait, with prompt transitions.  They must take the correct lead both directions.  They must never 

break gait until told to do so.  They should look pleasant and easy to ride.  A looser rein shows off the 

horse’s self-carriage. 

o What is an equitation on the flat class judged on? 

 The rider’s body position and control of the horse at the walk, trot, and canter.  Riders should have eyes 

ahead, heels down, shoulders back, hands an inch above and an inch in front of the withers, hip angle 

inclined slightly forward at the posting trot and nearly vertical at the walk, sitting trot, and canter.  The 

lower leg should wrap around the horse just behind the girth with contact spread equally between thigh, 

knee, and calf.  Riders are expected to keep their horses on the rail unless changing position, at the 

correct pace for each gait, with prompt transitions.  They must have the correct diagonal at the trot and 

correct lead at the canter both directions.  They must never break gait until told to do so.  They should 

look elegant yet supple and natural.  The rider should have no slack in the reins.  Reins and stirrup 

leathers must not be twisted.  Riders must keep their feet in the stirrups at all time unless asked to drop 

them. 

o What is a jump called that has a second pole (element), creating width, and the front element is the same height 

as the back? 

 Square oxer; back element higher is a Ramped oxer. 

o How many inches are in a hand? 

 4” 

o What are the names of the two body parts that are thought to have evolved from Eohippus’ “thumb” and 

“pinky”? 

 Thumb: chestnut, pinky: ergot 
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o True or False:  A horse can see in front of them better than they can see to the side. 

 False.  Horses have a blind spot directly in front of them, and directly behind them. 

o How many faults are assigned when a horse knocks down a rail in a Table II jumper class? 

 Knockdown: 4 faults, Refusal: 4 faults 

o Name 3 ways to be eliminated. 

 Fall of horse, fall of rider, going outside the arena before completion of the class, (under saddle or flat 

class): using a martingale, (over fences class): off course, three refusals, jumping a knocked down fence 

before it is reset 

o Name one of the 3 foundation stallions of the Thoroughbred breed. 

 The Darley Arabian, The Godolphin Arabian, and the Byerly Turk. 

o What helps a horse stay warmer in the winter, eating corn or eating hay? 

 Hay.  The microbes in a horse’s gut that breakdown roughage create more heat than anything else. 

o What are 3 different types of releases? 

 Long release (AKA crest release), short release, and automatic release (AKA out-of-hand release) 

o What is referred to as the horse’s “off” side? 

 Off Side = right side, Near Side = left side 

o In order to compete in rated horse shows, horses must have all 3 kinds of soundness, name them. 

 Horses must be sound of limb, sound of sight, and sound of wind 

o Name a conformation flaw. 

 Pigeon toes, sickle hocks, cow hocks, rafter hips, parrot mouth, roman nose, coon footed, over at the 

knee, back at the knee, pig eye, etc. 

o How many breaths does a horse take in a minute? 

 10-24 

o Taking your horse’s pulse, how many times does their heart beat per minute? 

 28-44 

o Know the bit your horse is using.  Be able to name at least 2 other kinds of bit. 

 Cuddles has a full cheek Dr. Bristol.  Trusty has a D-ring Level 1 Myler snaffle.  All of the other school 

horses have either a D-ring or full cheek plain snaffle. 

 Other bits include: slow/gentle twist, corkscrew, triangle, Pelham, 3-ring, mullen mouth (straight bar, no 

joint), rubber mouth, happy mouth, hollow/feather mouth, roller bit,  twisted wire, double twisted wire, 

etc. 

 Copper bits encourage salivation 

 

 


